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Award-winning author Marianne Berkes is a 
retired teacher and children’s librarian who 
uses her love of nature and teaching to create 
informational picture books. Marianne has 
written 20 books (and counting). In addition 
to Animalogy, The Tree That Bear Climbed, 
Anybody Home?, Daisylocks and now Tortoise 
and Hare’s Amazing Race for Arbordale, 
some of Marianne’s other recent titles include 
The Swamp Where Gator Hides and Over on 
a Mountain, Somewhere in the World. She 
has been actively involved in the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators for over 
twenty years. Marianne lives in Florida. Visit her 
website at www.MarianneBerkes.com.

Cathy Morrison may have started her art 
career in animation but she soon fell in love 
with illustrating children’s books and has 
been doing so for 20 years. In addition to 
Tortoise and Hare’s Amazing Race, Cathy 
has illustrated Animalogy: Animal Analogies, 
Daisylocks, Dino Tracks, Dino Treasures, 
Nature Recycles: How About You?, and Three 
Little Beavers for Arbordale. Other titles Cathy 
has illustrated include the Young Patriots 
Series and Ignacio’s Chair. Cathy works from 
her home overlooking a beautiful view of the 
Mummy Range, on the northern side of Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Check out Cathy’s blog 
at www.cathymorrison.blogspot.com.

A retelling of the classic story with a math twist. 
Henry Hare was always bragging about how fast he 
was. One day he challenges Tess Tortoise to a mile-
long race up the hill. Henry leaps ahead for the first 
eighth of a mile. As Tess approaches, he bounds 
ahead again. Fractions and distance measurements 
mark their progress as Tess and Henry race to the 
finish line.

Animals in the book include: frog, hare, owl, 
squirrel, and tortoise.

It’s so much more than a picture book . . . this 
book is specifically designed to be both a fun-to-
read story and a launch pad for discussions and 
learning. We encourage adults to do the activities 
with the young children in their lives both at home 
and in the classroom. Free online resources and 
support at www.ArbordalePublishing.com include:

• For Creative Minds as seen in the book 
   (in English & Spanish):   

° Units of Measurement
° Longer and Shorter
° Equal to, Greater than, Less than
° Animals of All Sizes

• Teaching Activities (to do at home or school):
° Reading Questions		 ° Math
° Language Arts		  ° Science
° Coloring Pages

• Interactive Quizzes:  Reading Comprehension,   
   For Creative Minds, and Math Word Problems
• English and Spanish Audiobooks  
• Related Websites
• Aligned to State, Common Core & NGSS Standards
• Accelerated Reader and Reading Counts! Quizzes
• Lexile and Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels

eBooks with Auto-Flip, Auto-Read, and selectable 
English and Spanish text and audio are available for 
purchase online.

Thanks to Carla Woodard, 3rd and 4th grade 
teacher in Durham, NC, for reviewing the accuracy 
of the information in this book.
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Henry Hare was always bragging. “I can 
run faster than anybody, especially Tess 
Tortoise. How does she ever get anywhere?” 



“I plan ahead and stay on track,” said Tess.

“That’s very wise,” commented Oliver Owl.

Henry sprinted as fast as he could to the 
base of a hill. “Look at me, everyone!” 
boasted Henry, “I could make it all the way 
to the top before Tess even gets this far.”



“How far is it to the top of 
the hill?” asked Tess.

“1,760 yards,” hooted Oliver.

“That’s a whole mile!” 
croaked Freddy Frog.



Henry came dashing back. “Or 
5,280 feet. Tess could never do it!”

“Never say never,” said Tess, 
annoyed by Henry’s bragging.



This For Creative Minds educational section contains activities to engage children in learning while making it fun at the same time. The activities 
build on the underlying subjects introduced in the story. While older children may be able to do these activities on their own, we encourage 
adults to work with the young children in their lives. Even if the adults have long forgotten or never learned this information, they can still work 
through the activities and be experts in their children’s eyes! Exposure to these concepts at a young age helps to build a strong foundation for 
easier comprehension later in life. This section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner of this book for educational, non-
commercial uses. Cross-curricular teaching activities for use at home or in the classroom, interactive quizzes, and more are available online. Go 
to www.ArbordalePublishing.com and click on the book’s cover to explore all the links.

For Creative Minds

A mile is a unit of measurement. Miles measure length or distance. Other, smaller units of 
measurement also measure length or distance. 

Units of Measurement

An inch is a small unit of 
measurement. On most adults, an inch 
is about the length of the last joint of 
the thumb.

A foot is twelve inches long. This is 
about the length of an adult’s forearm 
(from elbow to wrist).

A yard is three feet long. A tall adult 
can be two yards tall.

A mile is 5,280 feet long, or 1,760 
yards long. That is as long as about 
960 people lying down in a line, feet 
to head. 

foot = 12 inches

yard = 3 feet = 36 inches

eighth mile = 220 yards = 660 feet

quarter mile = 440 yards = 1,320 feet

half mile = 880 yards = 2,640 feet

mile = 1,760 yards = 5,280 feet

Measure It!

Small units of measurement, like inches or feet, are best for measuring small 
objects or distances. Large units of measurement, like miles, are best for 
measuring large distances. 

Choose whether you would measure the following in inches, feet, or miles. 
Answers are below. 

1.	 distance between your elbow and your shoulder

2.	 distance from your home to your school

3. 	 length of a basketball court

4.	 height of a house

5.	 length of your foot

6.	 distance from the earth to the moon

7.	 height of a toy doll

8.	 length of a car

9.	 distance between two cities

10.	 height from the floor to the seat of a chair

11.	 length of your hair

12.	 distance from the capitol of a state to Washington DC.

13.	 length of a hallway

14.	 length of your big toe

15.	 length of a highway from one side of your state to the other

Answers: 1—inches. 2—miles. 3—feet.  4—feet. 5—inches. 6—miles. 7—inches. 8—feet. 
9—miles. 10—inches. 11—inches. 12—miles. 13—feet. 14—inches. 15—miles

There are different tools you can use to measure 
things. Most rulers can measure things up to a foot 
long. Rulers are marked in inches. Yardsticks can 
measure things up to 1 yard long. Yardsticks are 
marked in inches and feet. Tape measures come in 
different sizes, often between 10 and 25 feet long. 
Tape measures are marked in inches and feet.

Think about it: What measurement tool works best 
for small lengths? Which are easier for measuring 
large lengths? To measure the length of a room, 
would you rather use a ruler or a tape measure? 
Would you use a ruler or a yardstick to measure the 
width of a hare’s paw? Why?
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Animals of All Sizes

Animals come in all shapes and sizes. Put the animals below in order from largest to 
smallest to unscramble the word for a large unit of measurement. 

Owls are birds. They hunt at night and rest 
during the day (nocturnal). Owls are meat-eaters 
(carnivores) that catch and eat smaller animals 
for food. Great horned owls are some of the most 
common owls in North America. They grow to 25 
inches tall.
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Answer: MILES

Squirrels are mammals in the rodent family. Like 
other rodents, they have front teeth that never 
stop growing. Squirrels gnaw to keep their teeth 
from getting too big. The American red squirrel is 
an herbivore and eats only conifer seeds. Including 
their tails, American red squirrels grow to 12 
inches long.

Hares are mammals related to rabbits. One of the 
most common hares in North America is the black-
tailed jackrabbit. Like other hares, they have long, 
powerful back legs that they use to kick and jump. 
Black-tailed jackrabbits are herbivores. They grow 
up to 2 feet (24 inches) tall. 

Frogs are amphibians. When frogs hatch, they live 
in the water. As they grow, they develop legs and 
lungs to move out of the water onto land. Frogs are 
carnivores. The largest frog in North America, the 
American bullfrog, is 6 inches long.

Tortoises are reptiles. Tortoises live on land 
and have a thick, hard shell to protect them 
from predators. Most tortoises eat only plants 
(herbivores). There are many kinds of tortoises. 
The largest, the Galapagos tortoise, is 5 feet long.

When two values are the same, you can use the 
“equal” sign to show their relationship. 

1 foot = 12 inches

When one value is larger than another, you can use 
the “greater than” sign to show their relationship.

1 yard > 1 foot

When one value is smaller than another, you can use 
the “less than” sign to show their relationship.

1 inch < 1 foot

An easy way to remember the “greater than” and “less 
than” signs is to think of it as an alligator’s mouth. 
The alligator wants to eat the biggest meal possible, 
so the open end always faces the larger value.

Equal to, Greater than, Less than

< 
less than

>
greater than

=
equal to

Use the “equal to,” “greater than,” or “less than” sign to describe the relationships between 
the following distances. Answers are below.

Answers: A >, B =, C <, D =, E <, F <. G<, H =, I =

1 mile    ?    3
,000 feet 3 feet    ?    1 yard 6 inches    ?    1

 foot

5,280 feet    ?    
1 mile 1 foot    ?    18 inches 2 feet    ?    

1 yard

1 inch    ?    1
 mile 1,760 yards    ?    1 mile 1 yard    ?    3

6 inches



For my granddaughter, Elisabeth, who also likes to write stories and loves music and math.  Love—MB
To Marianne Berkes, an awesome writer and friend!—CM
Thanks to Carla Woodard, 3rd and 4th grade teacher in Durham, NC, for reviewing the accuracy of the information in this book.
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