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ABOUT THE BOOK

Even kids can get involved in science!
Ecologist Dr. Neeti Bathala and Jennifer
Keats Curtis collaborate to bring
us the story of these adventurous
citizen scientists. Leena and her mom
volunteer each summer to count the
horseshoe crabs that visit their beach.
With their dog Bobie at their sides,
the duo spends a night on the shore
surveying horseshoe crabs who have
come to mate and lay eggs. Readers
will learn valuable facts about these
ancient animals and how they can
get involved in the effort to conserve
horseshoe crabs.
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

For Creative Minds

Learn about these ancient fossils, in the book's For
Creative Minds section. Topics include:

« Horseshoe Crabs
+ Meeting in the Bay
+ Dr. Neeti Bathala, Ecologist

The learning doesn't have to end on the final page.

Go online to find Arbordale’s extensive teaching
activities guide, quizzes, and related resources.

This book has been vetted by Sheila Eyler, Mid-
Atlantic Fish and Wildlife Service; Steve Doctor,
Natural Resources Biologist at the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources; and Andrew
McGowan Environmental Scientist with the
Delaware Center for Inland Bays.

Classification Information

Moonlight Crab Count will appeal to kids of any age;
however, young readers may be guided to the book
based on the following reading level assessment:

« Accelerated Reader: TBD

« Lexile: 780L

« Fountas and Pinnell: N

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Fiction
« JUV002170- Animals / Marine Life
« JUV036000- Science & Technology
« JUV029000 - Nature & the Natural World / General

For educators, Arbordale has aligned this book to
Next Generation Science Standards, Common Core
and all individual state standards this information is
free and available on the book page, too!


http://www.arbordalepublishing.com/bookpage.php?id=TortoiseHare

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Neeti Bathala is an Associate Professor of Ecology and Environmental Sciences
at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. Her research has brought her across the
world, studying everything from bottlenose dolphins in Greece to sea turtles in Costa
Rica. Neeti’s academic efforts involve research and teaching to make science accessible
and enjoyable to all. Moonlight Crab Count is her debut picture book. Neeti lives in
New Jersey and is an avid gardener, creating diverse ecosystems with native plantings.
She spends her summers at the Jersey Shore where she is active in local conservation
efforts of horseshoe crabs and other marine animals.

Award-winning nature author Jennifer Keats Curtis is often found among students and
teachers, talking about literacy and conservation. She is the author of more than a
dozen books about wildlife rescue, animal care in captivity, and citizen science. Some
of her recent titles include Kali’s Story (Children’s Choice Book Award 2015), Primate
School, and After A While Crocodile: Alexa’s Diary. Jennifer lives in Maryland with her
family and a wide variety of pets. Visit her website at www.jenniferkeatscurtis.com.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

VeronicaV.Jones is a freelance and children’s illustrator from the Northern Virginia area.
After graduating from the Catholic University of America with a degree in engineering,
she decided to follow her first love, art; and started her career as a freelance illustrator.
Veronica started drawing for children in 2010 and has created many covers and interiors
since then. Moonlight Crab Count is her debut picture book. Visit her website at www.
vvjones.com
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