
Using a wide variety of stunning photographs, author Kevin 
Kurtz poses thought-provoking questions to help readers 
determine if things are living or nonliving. For example, if 
most (but not all) living things can move, can any nonliving 
things move? As part of the Compare and Contrast series, 
this is a unique look at determining whether something is 
living or nonliving. 

This book includes a For Creative Minds section in the back 
of the book and a cross-curricular Teaching Activity Guide 
online. Living Things and Nonliving Things is vetted by 
experts and designed to encourage parental engagement. 
Its extensive back matter helps teachers with time-saving 
lesson ideas, provides extensions for science, math, and 
social studies units, and uses inquiry-based learning to help 
build critical thinking skills in young readers. The Spanish 
translation supports ELL and dual-language programs. 
The interactive ebook reads aloud in both English and 
Spanish with word highlighting and audio speed control to 
promote oral language skills, fluency, pronunciation, text 
engagement, and reading comprehension.

For Creative Minds

Learn more in the For Creative Minds section with 
facts and activities, including: 

• Glossary
• Living or Nonliving Checklist

If these activities are just not enough, find a 
comprehensive teaching guide on 
www.arbordalepublishing.com. 

Don't doubt these facts, this book has been vetted 
for accuracy by Lennie Dusek, early childhood 
specialist at the Museum of Discovery in Little 
Rock, AR. 
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Classification Information

The Compare and Contrast Book series brings wonderful 
nonfiction information to young children; these 
organizations have assessed this book at the following 
reading levels:

• Lexile: 470
• Fountas and Pinnell: L

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Nonfiction
•  JNF013050 - Concepts / Opposites
•  JNF051000 - Science & Nature / General

Educators, alignment to Next Generation Science 
Standards, Common Core, and all state standards 
can be found on the Living Things & Nonliving 
Things book page.

Curriculum Connections

About The Book

http://www.arbordalepublishing.com/bookpage.php?id=AmphbnReptile
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The possibilities for learning never end! 
Young readers are able to learn a new 
language and compare and contrast 

along the way.

Award-winning author Kevin Kurtz holds degrees in English literature and elementary 
education and started his career by working at a marine biology lab. Since then, he 
has combined all of these experiences by working as an environmental educator and 
curriculum writer for organizations such as the South Carolina Aquarium, the Science 
Factory Children’s Museum, and the Center for Birds of Prey. Kevin has authored A Day 
in the Deep, A Day on the Mountain, A Day in the Salt Marsh, and Sharks and Dolphins: 
A Compare and Contrast Book for Arbordale. Kevin also wrote Uncovering Earth’s 
Secrets after spending eight weeks as the Educator at Sea aboard the marine geology 
research vessel JOIDES resolution. Visit his website at kevkurtz.com.

Get the Series in English and Spanish
For more information about 
this book or any of our other 
selections contact us:

By Phone: (877) 243-3457
By Fax: (843) 216-3457
By email: 
info@Arbordalepublishing.com

On the Web: 
www.Arbordalepublishing.com 
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