
Hawaiian locals and visitors always 
enjoy spotting endangered Hawaiian 
monk seals, but Honey Girl is an extra 
special case. She has raised seven 
pups, and scientists call her “Super 
Mom.” After Honey Girl is injured by a 
fishhook, she gets very sick. Scientists 
and veterinarians work to save Honey 
Girl so she can be released back to the 
ocean. This true story will have readers 
captivated to learn more about this 
endangered species. 

For Creative Minds

Get all the facts about Hawaiian Monk seals in the 
book's For Creative Minds Section. Topics include: 

• Hawaiian Monk Seal Life Cycle
• Conservation
• Rescue and Rehabilitation

The learning doesn’t end in the For Creative Minds 
section; an extensive teaching activities guide is also 
available on Arbordalepublishing.com. 

This book has been vetted by The Marine Mammal 
Center and Dr. Michelle Barbieri, wildlife veterinary 
medical officer with NOAA's Hawaiian Monk Seal 
Research Program. 
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Classification Information

Honey Girl will appeal to kids of any age. Young readers 
will find the book perfect for the following reading levels:

• Accelerated Reader: 4.2
• Lexile: 730
• Fountas and Pinnell: P

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Nonfiction
•  JNF003270 - Animals / Endangered
•  JNF037020- Science & Nature / Environmental 

Conservation & Protection
•  JNF051050 - Science & Nature / Biology

For educators, Arbordale has aligned this book to 
Next Generation Science Standards, Common Core 
and all individual state standards this information is 
free and available on the book page, too! 

Curriculum Connections
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Jeanne Walker Harvey is the author of several award-winning books, including Astro: 
The Steller Sea Lion and My Hands Sing the Blues: Romare Bearden’s Childhood Journey. 
She’s been a language arts teacher and currently gives school tours at a local museum. 
Jeanne lives near the Golden Gate Bridge in California and walks by the bay every day 
looking for sea lions. She writes with her gray tabby cat sitting on the desk next to her. 
Visit her website at www.jeanneharvey.com

Shennen Bersani is an award-winning illustrator with 2 million copies of her books 
cherished and read by children, parents, and teachers throughout the world. Her art 
delivers heartfelt emotion, the wonders of nature and science, and creates a unique 
joy for learning. Some of Shennen’s other illustrated works include A Case of Sense, 
Animal Partners; Sea Slime: It’s Eeuwy, Gooey and Under the Sea; Shark Baby; Home in the 
Cave; Astro: The Steller Sea Lion; The Glaciers are Melting!, and Once Upon an Elephant, for 
Arbordale. She is also the author and illustrator of Achoo! Why Pollen Counts. Shennen 
lives near Boston. Visit her website at www.shennenbersani.com.
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A critically ill sea turtle is 
nursed back to health at a 
sea turtle hospital. Based 
on a true story.

Follow along as Kali the 
orphaned polar bear is 
rescued and then cared 
for by his keepers at 
the Alaska Zoo and the 
Buffalo Zoo.

Astro The Steller 
Sea Lion

An rescued orphaned 
sea lion refuses to 
return to the ocean. 
Based on a true story. 
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