
Spring has arrived and pollen is in 
the air. Baby Bear does not like the 
pollen—it sticks to his fur and makes 
him itchy and sneezy. He’s allergic! 
Achoo! He just wishes the pollen were 
gone. When his friends gather to tell 
him why they need pollen, Baby Bear 
learns that pollen is good for the 
forest and provides food for many 
animals, including him! Pollen might 
be something we all love to hate, but 
can we really live without it? This story 
explains why we need it.  

For Creative Minds

After helping Baby Bear learn more about pollen, 
children can dive into the For Creative Minds section 
with activities that include: 

• Ah-Achoo! Understanding Allergies
• The Pollination Process
• Bees: The Great Pollinators

As a fiction, cross-curricular text, Achoo! Why Pollen 
Counts fits perfectly into Common Core, Next 
Generation Science Standards and social studies 
lessons for grades K-3. Exact standards alignment 
and a 15-30 page teaching activities guide are 
available on Arbordalepublishing.com. 
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Classification Information

Understanding that reading level alignment is important 
for classroom implementation Achoo! Why Pollen Counts 
has been assessed by the following organizations:

• Accelerated Reader: 3.3
• Flesch-Kincaid: 3.2 
• Lexile: 670L
• Fountas and Pinnell: N

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Fiction
•  JUV015020 - Health & Daily Living / Diseases, 

illnesses & injuries
•  JUV013070 - Animals / Bears
•  JNF024020 -  Health & Daily Living / Diseases, 

illnesses & injuries
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While Shennen Bersani is an award-winning children’s book illustrator, Achoo! Why 
Pollen Counts is her debut picture book as an author. Her art delivers a unique blend of 
realism, heartfelt emotion, love of nature, and life lessons for children of all ages. She 
has illustrated Salamander Season; Sea Slime: It’s Eeuwy, Gooey and Under the Sea; 
The Shape Family Babies; Animal Partners; Shark Baby; Home in the Cave; The Glaciers 
are Melting!; and Astro: The Steller Sea Lion for Arbordale. Shennen has also illustrated 
a number of best-selling books, including, Snakes: Long, Longer, Longest; Sharks: Big, 
Bigger, Biggest; Ocean Counting: Odd Numbers; and Icky Bug Shapes. Shennen lives 
near Boston. For more information, visit her website at 
www.achoowhypollencounts.com.
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Shark Baby

Animal Partners 
takes a whimsical 
look at the symbiotic 
relationships of 
animals large and 
small. 

An orphaned sea 
lion is found and 
raised at The Marine 
Mammal Center in 
Sausalito, California. 

When released, he keeps swimming 
back to the Center.

Sea Slime

Find out how 
fascinating and bizarre 
animals use slime to 
survive in the ocean. 

When Shark Baby’s 
egg case tears loose 
in a storm, he travels 
ocean habitats to learn 
what kind of shark he 
is.

Astro

Animal Partners
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