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Terri Fields is an award-winning author of 29 
published books ranging from preschool through 
Young Adult Novels. In addition to And That’s 
the Tooth, her other Arbordale titles  include The 
Most Dangerous, Burro’s Tortillas, and Tornado 
Tamer. Some of her other titles include Missing 
in the Mountains, My Father’s Son, Danger in the 
Desert, After the Death of Anna Gonzales, and 
One Good Deed. She is often found in schools 
across the country sharing the joy that can be 
found in reading with children of all ages. Terri 
lives in Arizona. 

Teeth come in all shapes and sizes, just like 
their animal hosts. Some teeth are sharp to 
grab prey and tear apart the meat. Other teeth 
are flat to chew plants and some animals 
have both kinds to eat plants and animals. 
And That’s the Tooth delivers unique and fun 
facts about animal and human teeth through 
engaging riddles. With hints to help solve each 
riddle, children will be actively involved as they 
giggle, guess, and learn.

Arbordale Publishing offers so much more 
than a picture book. We open the door for 
children to explore the facts behind a story 
they love. 

The For Creative Minds includes
• The Right Type of Teeth
• All About Your Teeth

Animals in this book include horse, hippo, 
squirrel, giraffe, shark, snake, dolphin, 
anteater, African elephant, cat, humpback 
whale, macaque monkey, people 

Visit www.ArbordalePublishing.com for free 
resources and support: teaching activities; 
quizzes; reading levels; and alignment to 
Common Core, NGSS, and state standards. 

Thanks to Steven Woodard, DMD of Woodard 
Family Dental (Raphine, VA) for verifying the 
accuracy of the human teeth information in 
this book. 

Arbordale’s interactive ebooks read aloud 
in both English and Spanish with word-
highlighting and adjustable audio speed. 
Available for purchase online.
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Other than my molars, I use 
my teeth only for fighting or 

playing, not eating. 

I am . . .

Hint: I mostly live in water.

Different animals have 
different kinds of teeth. 

Can you guess the animals 
based on the clues? 



I’m small, but my teeth keep 
growing, so I chew hard food to 

whittle them down. 

I am . . .

Hint: I do like nuts.

Hippos have the biggest canine 
teeth of any land animal.A hippo.



I have 32 teeth in the back of my 
mouth to chew. I use my tongue to get 

food. 

I am . . .

Hint: I have long legs and a long neck.

A squirrel.

A baby squirrel 
starts to get lower 
teeth at only three 

weeks. Most children 
don’t get their first 
teeth until six to 
twelve months.



I don’t care about losing a tooth 
because another one takes its 

place in a day or two. 

I am . . . 

Hint: I am a powerful sea animal.

A giraffe.

Giraffes have blue 
tongues about twenty 
inches (50 cm) long.



A shark.

Sharks’ teeth can come 
out and get stuck in 

something they’ve bitten.

My teeth take up more space in 
my head than my brain. 

I am . . .

Hint: I have hooves for feet.



All About Your Teeth

Can you find the different types of teeth in your mouth? 

Incisors are your front two teeth 
and the teeth on either side on 
the top and bottom. They are 
sharp to bite or cut food. 

Molars are in the very back of 
your mouth. They are flat and 
wide to grind up your food. 

Canines are right next to 
incisors and are strong and 
sharp to bite food. 

Premolars are also called bicuspids 
and are next to your molars but 
they are not as big. They help you 
tear food and grind it up. 

Animals need food to survive, so it’s a good thing that different types of animals have teeth 
that are perfect for the kinds of foods they need to eat. See if you can guess which type of 
animals they are by their teeth. 

Herbivores only eat plants. They don’t have to worry about their food running away. Many 
have very sharp front teeth to help cut the leaves, twigs, grasses and stems they want to 
eat. Herbivores have broad, flat back teeth(molars) to grind up the food they’ve put in their 
mouths.

Carnivores only eat meat and flesh of living things. They have long super sharp front teeth 
to help them bite into and hold on to their catch. Their back teeth (molars) are also sharp 
and to slice their food. Carnivores often swallow their food in big chunks. 

Omnivores eat both plants and meat. They don’t usually eat leaves and grass, but they 
often like fruits and vegetables. They have both front teeth that are sharp and narrower at 
the tip to help them take bites, and they also have back teeth (molars) that are good for 
grinding up or crushing the food in their mouths.

This section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner of this book for educational, non-
commercial use. Cross-curricular teaching activities for use at home or in the classroom, interactive quizzes, 
and more are available online. 

Visit www.ArbordalePublishing.com to explore additional resources.

For Creative Minds The Right Type of Teeth

Horse Shark Human

Answers: Herbivore: horse, elephant; Carnivore: shark, tiger; Omnivore: human, raccoon

Tiger Elephant Raccoon



If you enjoy this book, 
look for other Arbordale books that may be of interest:

Includes 2 pages of 

learning activities.

Look for more free activities 

online at 

ArbordalePublishing.com

To Skyler and Elle Fields, whose smiles light my heart—TF

Thanks to Steven Woodard, DMD of Woodard Family Dental (Raphine, VA) for verifying the accuracy of the human teeth 
information in this book. 
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