
How do some young animals 
know what to do and how to 
do it? Does someone teach a 
caterpillar what to eat? Who 
gives a baby shark swimming 
lessons? Sometimes young 
animals learn things from their 
parents, but other times… 
they just know! Explore animal 
instincts through engaging 
text and fanciful illustrations.

For Creative Minds

The animals in They Just Know use instincts to find 
their way in the world, use your instincts in the 
following For Creative Minds activities: 

• Instinct versus Learned Behavior 
• Young and their Parents
•Life Cycles: Metamorphosis 

In addition to these activities, Arbordale provides a 
comprehensive teaching guide with many pages of 
activities on Arbordalepublishing.com. 

You should just know that we care about the facts 
in this book and it has been vetted by Dr. Carrie 
Kappel, conservation biologist and former youth 
educator at the Teton Science Schools.
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Classification Information

Animal lovers of all ages will fall for They Just Know, 
but when choosing a book for young readers use 
the following reading level assessments as a guide. 

• Accelerated Reader: TBD
• Lexile: 870
• Fountas and Pinnell: O

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile nonfiction
•  JNF003000- Animals General
•  JNF003220 - Animals / Animal Welfare
•  JNF051050-  Science & Nature / Biology

Educators, alignment to Next Generation Science 
Standards, Common Core, and all state standards 
can be found on the They Just Know web page.

Curriculum Connections

About The Book

http://www.arbordalepublishing.com/
http://www.arbordalepublishing.com/bookpage.php?id=TheyJustKnow


#BCC the not so secret newsletter

Robin Yardi approaches life with great wonder, a stack of field guides, and picture 
books nearby. She’s a credentialed elementary school teacher who loves reading to 
her students and watching the wildlife that passes through her garden, but it was 
Robin’s daughter that inspired her debut picture book They Just Know. Robin lives in 
Santa Barbara, California with one lovely husband, two muddy kids, a Sulcata Tortoise, 
eight chickens, and innumerable koi fish. Visit her website at robinyardi.com. 

Laurie Allen Klein has been a freelance artist for nearly 25 years. Over the last several 
years, she has worked as the on-staff artist for a marine park, where she does everything 
from painting life-size sea animal murals, to illustrating children’s activity books. Laurie 
has illustrated Balloon Trees, Fur and Feathers, The Ghost of Donley Farm, If a Dolphin 
Were a Fish, Little Skink’s Tail, Meet the Planets, Solar System Forecast and Where 
Should Turtle Be? for Arbordale. She was the winner of the Outstanding Pennsylvania 
Author/Illustrator Award from the Pennsylvania School Librarians Association in 2008 
and is a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. Laurie lives 
in Florida. See more of her artwork at lauriekleinarts.com.

Need to know more...
For more information about 
this book or any of our other 
selections contact us:

By Phone: (877) 243-3457
By Fax: (843) 216-3457
By email: 
info@Arbordalepublishing.com

On the Web: 
www.Arbordalepublishing.com 

Sign up for our educational 
newsletter: 

Shark Baby

How do animals stay 
cool in summer? 
Find out as they 
question how 
humans adapt. 

Discover animals’ 
various winter 
adaptation 
strategies and how 
they compare/

contrast to humans. 

Three Little 
Beavers

Beatrix the beaver 
finds her strengths 
when she meets up 
with humans.

When Shark Baby’s 
egg case tears loose 
in a storm, he travels 
ocean habitats to learn 
what kind of shark he 
is.

A WArm Winter 
Tail

A Cool Summer 
Tail
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