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Great Horned Owl!l Fun Facts
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Great Horned Owl| Adaptation Matching Activity

|, Large, yellow eyes help them to see at night.

2 Sharp beaks help them tear larger prey to eat.

3 The front edge of each wing has comb-like bristles to
* muffle the wing’s flapping noise. This helps owls to
silently sneak up on prey.

u Like most birds, owls have four toes. But one of the
* toes can swivel forward or backwards with three toes
in front, one in back or with two facing frontward and
backward!

5. Sharp, curved talons (claws) are used to grab prey.

The brown, gray colors and designs in the feathers
6. help owls to blend, or to camouflage, themselves
into trees.

7 They can’t move their eyes but they can turn their
* heads almost all the way around (270 degrees) to see.

g Their ears are holes on the side of their heads, right
* behind their eyes. The ears are off-centered; one is
a little higher than the other. The difference in ear
height helps the owls to judge the distance of sound.
The feather tufts or “horns” are simple decorations to
make the birds more fierce looking. .
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Owl Life Cycle Sequencing Activity

If desired, copy or download the cards, cut out, and put in numerical order for the
correct sequence of events.

In January or February, the male
and female will call to each
other as part of their “dating” or
courtship.

The female usually lays two or
three white eggs at a time.

When born, the hatchlings are
covered with a white down.

Both parents continue to feed
their young until the young
leave the nest and fly off to

find their own home. This
happens the fall after they are
born.

An owl pair will take over other
birds’ nests. They are not picky
about where the nest is and will use
a nest in trees, on the side of cliffs,
or even on buildings.

Females incubate the eggs for 30
to 35 days (about a month, give or
take). They will guard the nest and
will either kill or drive off any other

animal that tries to get to it.

When they are about 6 or 7
weeks old, young start to walk
around on branches near the
nest. They are called branchers,
like the owl in the story.

The young owls can fly when
they are about 9 or 10 weeks old
and are then called fledglings.




What to Do if You Find an Injured Bird
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