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Great Blue Heron Facts
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The heron has a tiny bit of webbing
between two of its front toes so it won’t
sink into marshy ground.
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The wingspan (from the tip of one wing to the
other wing) is about 6 feet. Use a measuring tape
to see how big 6 feet is. Do you know anyone or

anything that is about 6 feet tall?
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How Did Henry Hunt?

Herons are carnivores. That means they eat meat. But, they

don’t go to a grocery store for their food; they have to find it by
themselves. Herons spend most of their awake-time looking for
food. If you’ve seen a heron, chances are that you saw it standing
in shallow water, hunting.

It probably looked like it was standing still doing nothing.
But it was watching very closely for prey (animals it wants
to eat) to come to it. By standing still for so long, other
animals (fish, salamanders, frogs, etc.) don’t realize that it
is a bigger animal, and they swim up to it.

The heron quickly grabs the smaller animal with its
strong beak and enjoys a tasty meal.

Food for thought: wetlands

Great Blue Herons live around wetlands all over North America from

mangroves and salt marshes to freshwater swamps, lakes, and slow-moving
rivers.

k What could happen to Great Blue Herons if wetlands were destroyed?

What are some things that you and your family can do to prevent pollution




Heron Life Cycle Matching Activity:

See if you can put the herons’ life-cycle events in order to spell the scrambled word.

Herons breed in large groups called colonies. They usually build big
nests high in trees or on cliff edges close to water. The male gathers
sticks and the female builds the nest.
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Chicks live in
the nest for
about two
months and
both parents
feed them.
That’s when
they take their
first flight.

males lay between
two and seven pale
blue eggs. Both parent
take turns sitting on
the eggs to keep them
warm.
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